Circulating levels of placental protein 12 in ectopic pregnancy.
Maternal serum placental protein 12 (PP12) was measured at the time of presentation in 33 women with a histologically confirmed diagnosis of ectopic pregnancy [tubal pregnancy (n = 29), tubal pregnancy with a live fetus (n = 2), cornual pregnancy (n = 1) and ovarian pregnancy (n = 1)]. All but four of the 33 patients had PP12 measurements within the reference range. Two women had circulating PP12 levels above the 90th centile of the normal range, at 7 and 8 weeks gestation, respectively. One of these had a live ectopic gestation and the other patient conceived after in vitro fertilization. Two remaining patients (one each with a cornual and tubal pregnancy) at 11 and 12 weeks, respectively had levels below the 10th centile of the normal range. It is concluded that regardless of the implantation site, ectopic pregnancy is not associated with depressed maternal PP12 levels, suggesting that the decidual synthesis of this protein is independent of the intimate relationship between decidua and trophoblast.